Town of New London

Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 7:00 pm
August 4, 2026

Mayor Tate Daniels welcomed everyone and opened the Commissioner’s Meeting at 7:00 pm. Present for
the meeting were Commissioners Richard Kimmer, Timothy Higgins and Sid Lanier and Town Manager
Susan Almond. Commissioners Bill Peak and Bob Loflin were absent from the meeting. Visitors present
were John & Cathy Kimmer, Tony Giles, Kenny Kendall, Jeffery Ridenhour, Rusty Melton, Branson Palmer,
Deputy Sawyer Bartlett and CJ Crisco.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Kimmer. Mayor Daniels asked if there were any
changes to the agenda. Mayor Daniels added columbarium to the agenda. Commissioner Kimmer made a
motion to approve the agenda with the addition, seconded by Commissioner Lanier. Motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor Daniels asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from the July meeting. There
being no corrections, Commissioner Higgins made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by
Commissioner Lanier. Motion carried unanimously.

New London Volunteer Fire Department Request- Mr. Branson Palmer presented the proposal from the
fire department for consideration of a long-term lease of a portion of town owned property at 104 W. Depot
Street for the purpose of constructing a storage facility to support the department emergency services
mission. The Department seeks to enter a 25-year property lease with the Town of New London for a
designated portion of town owned property across from the fire department to construct a storage facility to
store reserve emergency equipment. The proposed building would be a 30°x40° metal storage building
designed to complement existing facilities. During the lease term, the fire department shall own and maintain
the storage building. Upon expiration of the lease, ownership of the building will automatically transfer to
the Town of New London. The Board agreed to send this request to the town attorney for his feedback.

Public Comment Period- Mr. CJ Crisco, Mayor of Richfield, complimented Mr. Avery Mauldin,
Maintenance Employee for the Town of New London on the cleanliness and how well he maintains the park

restrooms. He also noted how much he liked the new toddler playground at the park.

Sewer Report- Mayor Daniels reported that the Highland Pump Station’s generator battery was replaced and
the floats were adjusted. He also noted that the filtration system at the Fiberon pump station is working.

Street Update- Commissioner Kimmer noted that the drain on Autumn Lane needs more work. He also noted
that the street repairs on Longview Drive need to wait until the house under construction is completed.

Museum Update- Commissioner Lanier opened the museum on Sunday.
Mrs. Almond reported on the following:

e Audit Fieldwork- Mr. Tony Brewer will be at the Town Hall on Friday, August 21* to perform the
audit fieldwork.



Local Churches Trunk or Treat Event at the Park- Saturday, October 24™

Mayor Daniels reported on the following:

Rogers Group Request- We received a request from The Roger’s Group to annex tax id 7071 and
tax id 16694 into the town limits of New London, which are parcels currently in Stanly County. The
property in question is roughly 300 acres and is contiguous to the town limits of New London. They
also sent an application request to rezone tax id 7071 and tax id 31858 to M2, conditional zoning for
mining use. The Planning Board will meet on Wednesday, August 19th at 3:30 to review the rezoning
request.

Park Expansion- the Board reviewed a proposed park expansion map from Chambers Engineering.

Mr. Chambers recommended placing the proposed pickleball courts near the current dog park rather

than at the open field due to the topography of the land. Proposed restrooms would be placed beyond
the rustic shelter. The Board agreed to proceed with obtaining estimates for the proposed additions.

Columbarium- The Board discussed the feasibility of installing a columbarium in the cemetery
which would provide families an additional option that would not require them to purchase a plot or
monument. A single columbarium pad requires roughly a 9°x5’ plot of land and could accommodate
a 48-space standard size structure that can hold 2 urns per niche. More information will be provided
at the next board meeting.

The agenda being accomplished, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.
Minutes submitted by Susan Almond, Town Manager.



